
What to Look for in Literacy: A
Comprehensive Guide for Parents and
Educators
Literacy is a fundamental skill that every child should have the opportunity
to develop. It is the ability to read and write, and it is essential for success
in school, work, and life. Literacy opens up a world of possibilities, allowing
individuals to access information, communicate effectively, and express
themselves creatively.
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As a parent or educator, you play a vital role in supporting young learners
on their literacy journey. By understanding what to look for in literacy, you
can provide the experiences and instruction that will help children develop
the skills they need to become successful readers and writers.

Early Literacy Skills

Early literacy skills are the building blocks of literacy. They include:
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Print awareness: Understanding that print carries meaning and that it
can be used to communicate.

Letter recognition: Knowing the names and shapes of letters.

Phonemic awareness: Understanding that spoken words are made
up of individual sounds.

Phonics: The relationship between letters and sounds.

Vocabulary: The words that a child knows and understands.

Oral language: The ability to speak and listen effectively.

Children develop early literacy skills through a variety of experiences,
including reading, writing, talking, and playing. Parents and educators can
support their development by providing opportunities for these experiences
and by creating a print-rich environment.

Reading Skills

Reading skills include:

Decoding: The ability to translate written words into spoken words.

Fluency: The ability to read smoothly and accurately.

Comprehension: The ability to understand what you read.

Vocabulary: The words that a child knows and understands.

Critical thinking: The ability to analyze and evaluate what you read.

Children develop reading skills through practice. Parents and educators
can support their development by providing children with access to a



variety of texts, by reading aloud to them, and by encouraging them to talk
about what they have read.

Writing Skills

Writing skills include:

Handwriting: The ability to form letters and words.

Spelling: The ability to spell words correctly.

Grammar: The ability to use correct grammar and punctuation.

Composition: The ability to write clear and coherent sentences and
paragraphs.

Vocabulary: The words that a child knows and understands.

Critical thinking: The ability to organize and express your thoughts in
writing.

Children develop writing skills through practice. Parents and educators can
support their development by providing children with opportunities to write,
by encouraging them to share their writing with others, and by providing
feedback on their work.

Supporting Literacy Development

There are many things you can do to support literacy development in
children. Here are a few tips:

Read to children often. Reading aloud to children is one of the best
ways to help them develop a love of reading and to build their



vocabulary. Start reading to children from a young age and continue
reading to them throughout their school years.

Provide children with access to a variety of texts. Children need to
be exposed to a wide range of texts in order to develop their reading
skills. Provide them with books, magazines, newspapers, and other
reading materials that are appropriate for their age and interests.

Encourage children to talk about what they have read. Talking
about books helps children to understand what they have read and to
develop their critical thinking skills. Ask children questions about what
they have read, and encourage them to share their thoughts and
opinions.

Help children to write. Writing is an essential part of literacy
development. Provide children with opportunities to write, and
encourage them to share their writing with others. Offer feedback on
their work, and help them to improve their writing skills.

Create a print-rich environment. Surround children with print in order
to help them develop print awareness. Label objects around the
house, put up posters, and provide children with access to books,
magazines, and other reading materials.

Model good literacy skills. Children learn by observing the adults in
their lives. Show children that you enjoy reading and writing, and make
literacy a part of your everyday life.

Literacy is a lifelong journey. It begins in early childhood and continues
throughout adulthood. As a parent or educator, you play a vital role in
supporting young learners on their literacy journey. By understanding what
to look for in literacy and by providing the experiences and instruction that



they need, you can help them to develop the skills they need to become
successful readers and writers.
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The Social Revolution: Barry Libert's Vision for
a More Just and Equitable Society
In a world where inequality is rampant and the gap between the rich and
the poor is growing wider, Barry Libert's call for a social revolution is...
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