The Enchanting Violin Virtuosos of Aphra
Behn: A Journey into the World of Stringed
Mastery

In the annals of musical history, the name Aphra Behn stands as a beacon
of creativity and innovation. Beyond her renowned contributions as a
playwright and novelist, Behn possessed a deep passion for music,
particularly the violin. Through her writings, she immortalized the
captivating performances of extraordinary violin virtuosos, inviting us on a
journey into a world where strings danced with unparalleled grace and
melodies wove a tapestry of enchantment.

Elizabeth Leveson: The Celebrated "Fidleress"
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Among Behn's most celebrated violin virtuosos was Elizabeth Leveson, a
remarkable musician who earned the admiration of audiences far and wide.
In "The Lucky Chance, or an Alderman's Bargain," Behn paints a vivid
portrait of Leveson's astonishing abilities:

"...she handles the violin to a miracle, and makes it discourse as sweetly,
and artfully, as it's possible for human nature to do."

Leveson's performances were not merely displays of technical proficiency.
Behn describes how she poured her soul into her music, evoking a
profound emotional response from her listeners:

"Her touch is soft, but firm; and she plays without effort or affectation; as if
the instrument were a part of her, and was governed, or rather, obeyed, by
her will; and she with the greatest skill, and the most graceful sweetness,
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runs over all the stops, and plays all manner of things to be imagined upon
the instrument."

Leveson's artistry extended beyond mere performance. She composed her
own music, showcasing her exceptional creativity and understanding of the
violin's capabilities.

Isabella De Sa: The Virtuosic Violinist from Portugal

Another of Behn's violin virtuosos was Isabella De Sa, a Portuguese
musician who made a lasting impression on the English musical scene.
Behn's character Constania, in "The Widow Ranter," pays homage to De
Sa's exceptional abilities:

"...she plays so cunningly, that the very motion of her fingers are as
delightful as the sound of the strings."
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De Sa's playing style was characterized by its delicacy and
expressiveness. Behn describes how she "touches the strings with so
much tenderness, and softness, that you may fancy, if you shut your eyes,
that there were no such thing as strings; but that some spirit, in invisible
motion, was playing in the air, and producing those harmonious sounds."

In addition to her solo performances, De Sa also collaborated with other
musicians, forming ensembles that delighted audiences with their musical

synergy.

Mary Davis: The Charismatic Violinist and Actress



Mary Davis was another of Behn's violin virtuosos who left an enduring
mark on the musical world. Her performances combined exceptional
technical skill with a captivating stage presence that left audiences
spellbound.

Behn's character Violetta, in "The Feigned Courtezans," praises Davis's
mastery of the violin:
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"...she plays so harmoniously, that (without flattering) her strains are more
charming than any | ever heard; and her hand seems not to touch the
strings, but rather to inspire them."

Davis's performances extended beyond the concert hall. She also graced
the stage as an actress, captivating audiences with her versatility and
artistic range.

Through her writings, Aphra Behn immortalized the extraordinary talent of
these violin virtuosos, preserving their legacy for generations to come.
Their performances were not merely displays of technical prowess but
veritable works of art, imbued with emotion, creativity, and a profound
understanding of the violin's capabilities.

The violin virtuosos of Aphra Behn's time played a pivotal role in shaping
the musical landscape of their era. Their performances inspired, captivated,
and left an enduring mark on the world of music. Today, their stories
continue to inspire and captivate, reminding us of the power of music to
transport, enchant, and transcend the boundaries of time.
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