
An Offering of Literature by Native Hawaiian
Women: A Journey of Identity, Resilience, and
Empowerment
In the vast and ever-evolving tapestry of world literature, the voices of
Native Hawaiian women have emerged as a radiant thread, weaving
narratives that intertwine the past, present, and future of their people.
Through various literary genres, these writers have crafted an invaluable
body of work that not only reflects the unique experiences and perspectives
of Native Hawaiian women but also serves as a testament to their
unwavering resilience and determination. This article endeavors to explore
the multifaceted literary landscape created by Native Hawaiian women,
highlighting their significant contributions to the literary world and the
profound impact they have had on shaping our understanding of Hawaiian
history, culture, and identity.

The Power of Storytelling: Reclaiming and Preserving Hawaiian
History

Storytelling has always been an integral part of Hawaiian culture, serving
as a means to pass down traditions, values, and knowledge from
generation to generation. Native Hawaiian women have played a crucial
role in preserving and revitalizing this ancient art form. Through their
writings, they have reclaimed and reinterpreted Hawaiian history,
challenging dominant narratives and offering their own perspectives on
significant events.
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One notable example is the work of Mary Kawena Pukui, a renowned
Hawaiian scholar and author. Her collaboration with anthropologist
Katharine Luomala resulted in the publication of "The Legends and Myths
of Hawaii," an extensive collection of Hawaiian traditional stories that has
become an indispensable resource for scholars and cultural practitioners
alike. Pukui's dedication to preserving Hawaiian history and language
earned her the prestigious National Medal of Arts in 1989, a testament to
her invaluable contributions to the field.

Another prominent figure in the literary realm is Victoria Ka'ōheleonalani
Kamamalu, who is recognized as the first Native Hawaiian woman to
publish a novel in English. Her work, "Ka Mo'olelo o Kamehameha I" (The
Story of Kamehameha I),provides a detailed account of the life and reign of
King Kamehameha I, the founder of the Hawaiian Kingdom. Kamamalu's
novel offers a unique insider's perspective on this pivotal period in
Hawaiian history, shedding light on the political and cultural dynamics that
shaped the nation's destiny.

Exploring Identity and Empowerment: Voices of Resistance and
Renewal
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Beyond the realm of historical storytelling, Native Hawaiian women have
also used literature as a powerful tool to explore and affirm their identity. In
the face of colonization, assimilation, and other forms of marginalization,
they have found solace and empowerment through the written word. Their
works often delve into themes of identity, belonging, and the search for self-
determination.

One of the most influential voices in this regard is that of Haunani-Kay
Trask, a renowned Hawaiian activist, scholar, and poet. Her
groundbreaking work, "From a Native Daughter: Colonialism and
Sovereignty in Hawai'i," is a searing indictment of the historical and
ongoing injustices perpetrated against the Hawaiian people. Trask's
powerful words challenge the dominant narrative of Hawaiian history,
exposing the devastating consequences of colonization and asserting the
inherent sovereignty of the Hawaiian nation.

The literary works of Joy Harjo, the current U.S. Poet Laureate and a
member of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation, also resonate deeply with Native
Hawaiian women's experiences. Harjo's poetry often explores themes of
cultural survival, resilience, and the interconnectedness of all living beings.
Her work serves as a reminder of the enduring spirit of Native people and
the importance of preserving and honoring their unique perspectives.

Contemporary Voices: Navigating the Diaspora and Embracing New
Perspectives

In recent decades, a new generation of Native Hawaiian women writers has
emerged, bringing fresh voices and perspectives to the literary landscape.
These writers explore the complexities of the Hawaiian diaspora, the



challenges of balancing traditional and modern values, and the ongoing
struggle for self-determination.

Kiana Davenport, a rising star in the literary world, is known for her
powerful and evocative poetry that delves into themes of identity, loss, and
healing. Her work often draws inspiration from her own experiences as a
Native Hawaiian woman living in the diaspora. Davenport's writing captures
the sense of displacement and longing that many Native Hawaiians feel
while also celebrating the resilience and strength of her people.

Another contemporary writer, Jamaica Osorio, explores the intersections of
culture, language, and colonialism in her work. Her novel, "The Surrogate,"
tells the story of a young Hawaiian woman who becomes a surrogate
mother for a wealthy white couple. Through this complex and controversial
narrative, Osorio sheds light on the historical and ongoing exploitation of
Native Hawaiian women and the importance of reproductive justice.

: A Legacy of Literary Excellence and Empowerment

The literature produced by Native Hawaiian women is a testament to their
strength, resilience, and unwavering commitment to preserving and sharing
their unique stories. Through storytelling, poetry, and prose, they have
given voice to the experiences and perspectives of their people,
challenging dominant narratives and inspiring others to recognize the
inherent sovereignty and dignity of the Hawaiian nation.

The legacy of Native Hawaiian women's literature is one of empowerment,
resistance, and renewal. It is a legacy that continues to grow and evolve,
enriching the world of literature and reminding us of the importance of
diversity, inclusivity, and the power of the human spirit. As we continue to



delve into the works of these remarkable writers, we gain a deeper
understanding of the richness and complexity of the Hawaiian people and
their unwavering determination to shape their own destiny.
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